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Renewed interest: George Orwell's Novel "1984" Reaches Number One on Amazon's 
Bestseller List
Orwell's son to join Prime Stage Theatre in March opening of "1984" stage production and free 
public discussion at Cranberry Barnes & Noble

(Pittsburgh, PA - January 26, 2017) the national media is abuzz with the news that a novel 
published in 1949 has reached number one on Amazon's list of best-selling books. George 
Orwell's "1984," which tells the story of a dystopian future society, is again in demand. 
According to an article in USA Today, CNN reports that the book's publisher, Penguin, has 
ordered a 75,000-copy reprint, which is well in excess of the usual reprint order for that title.

This March 3 through 12, 2017, Prime Stage Theatre will present the stage adaptation of "1984" 
with the author's adopted son and Orwell Society advocate, Richard Blair, in attendance.

"Although it's always been popular, we had no idea when we selected '1984' to produce this 
year that it would have this level of renewed interest," said Wayne Brinda, Prime Stage 
Theatre's co-founder and artistic director. "The fact that it can reach number one after nearly 70 
years underscores the fact that great literature is timeless."

Long required reading for students, "1984" was written by Eric Richard Blair under his 
pseudonym George Orwell. A stage version was presented in London last year--the third time it 
had run at the Playhouse Theatre there. In the play, Orwell's novel comes to life as Winston, a 
young employee in the Ministry of Truth who corrects "errors,” faces the consequences of falling 
in love and creating his own truth in a dangerous society of surveillance, identity and control by 
"Big Brother."

"1984" Opening Weekend Runs March 3 through 5 at Prime Stage
On Saturday, March 4 at noon, Blair will visit the Barnes & Noble store in Cranberry to discuss 
and sign copies of his father's classic book. The event, which includes a book signing, is free to 
the public and all are welcome.

Richard Blair's Barnes & Noble appearance is part of a weekend of activities that includes the 
opening of Prime Stage's production of "1984" at the New Hazlett Theater Center for Performing 
Arts on the North Side. Friday and Saturday night performances are scheduled at 8:00 p.m. and 
a 2:30 p.m. matinee will be presented on Sunday. The show will continue the next weekend at 
the same times.

Receptions and other events related to Blair's visit will be available online at 
www.primestage.com.



About Prime Stage Theatre
Established in Pittsburgh in 1996 by Wayne Brinda and Connie Brinda, Prime Stage presents 
professionally produced plays based on classic and contemporary works of literature and a 
diverse range of educational programs for students of all ages. Through its programs, talk-back 
sessions, panel discussions, and other offerings, the organization has been recognized for its 
promotion of literacy and for measurably improving literacy among its audience members and 
program participants.

Prime Stage's 20th anniversary season will commence with its stage production of the 
contemporary bestseller "The Perks of Being a Wallflower" by Pittsburgh writer Stephen 
Chbosky in May.


